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ROUTES TO IRISH CITIZENSHIP

Matheson

A

BORN IN IRELAND

B

BORN OUTSIDE OF IRELAND
(IRISH DESCENT)

C

CURRENTLY RESIDING
IN IRELAND

1
Were you born on the island of
Ireland before 1 January 2005?

If YES,
you are automatically an Irish
citizen by birth.

2
Were you born on the island of
Ireland on or after 1 January 2005
AND were either of your parents
an Irish citizen (or entitled to Irish
citizenship) or a British citizen at the
time of your birth?

If YES,
you are automatically an Irish
citizen by birth.

3
Were you born on the island of
Ireland on or after 1 January 2005
AND had either of your parents
lived on the island of Ireland for
3 out of the 4 years prior to your
birth, or, were either of your parents
entitled to live on the island of
Ireland without restriction on their
residency?

If YES,
you are automatically an Irish
citizen by birth.

If the answers to questions
1, 2 and 3 are NO,
proceed to RouteB. ——>

1
Were either of your parents born on the
island of Ireland AND an Irish citizen at
the time of your birth?

If YES,
you are automatically
an Irish citizen.

2
Were either of your grandparents born
on the island of Ireland?

If YES,
you are entitled to claim
Irish citizenship by having your
birth registered on the Foreign
Births Register.

3
Did either of your parents have their
birth registered on the Foreign Births
Register prior to your birth on the
basis of them having an Irish born
grandparent?

If YES,
you are entitled to claim Irish
citizenship by having your birth
registered on the Foreign Births
Register.

4
Were either of your parents a
naturalised Irish citizen at the time
of your birth?

If YES,
you are entitled to claim Irish
citizenship by having your birth
registered on the Foreign Births
Register.

If the answers to questions
1, 2, 3, and 4 are NO,
proceed to Route C. ——>

1
Do you have 5 years of residence
in Ireland out of
the last 9 years under an
eligible visa?

If YES,
you may be eligible to apply
for citizenship by Naturalisation
(subject to meeting certain
conditions).

2
Are you married to
an Irish Citizen?

If YES,
do you have 3 years of residence
in Ireland out of
the last five years under an
eligible visa?

If YES,
you may be eligible to apply
for citizenship by Naturalisation
(subject to meeting certain
conditions).
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Matheson have acted for internationally mobile clients and their families for generations.

For such clients, the legal and tax expertise and the international experience of Matheson’s Private Wealth
Group are unigue among professional services firms in Ireland.

Further details of which can be accessed at www.matheson.com/services/private-wealth

To discuss any aspect of this note please contact authors John Gill or Maeve Lochrie or your usual Matheson
Private Wealth Group contact below.

A John Gill Maeve Lochrie
|- a}: Partner Partner

= E: john.gill@matheson.com ' E: maeve.lochrie@matheson.com
45: ) T: 01232 2159 T: 01232 2051

Rebecca Dorrington lhunanya Enyi-Amadi

Senior Associate Solicitor

E: rebecca.dorrington@matheson.com E: ihunanya.enyi-amadi@matheson.com
T: 01232 2046 T: 01232 2282

Solicitor
E: mary.carpenter@matheson.com
T: 01232 2815
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This Matheson LLP (“Matheson”) material contains general information about Irish law and about our legal services. This material is not intended to provide,
and does not constitute or comprise, legal advice on any particular matter and is provided for general information purposes only. You should not act or
refrain from acting on the basis of any information contained in this material, without seeking appropriate legal or other professional advice.
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